
 

 

 

 

 Clark County  

 Vulnerable Adult Training Seminar  

 

 Decisional Capacity 

 A Team Effort  
 

 February 16, 2011 
 

  

 PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center 
 

 Lynda Benak and Kathleen Lipiec 
 

 

 

 



2 

Objectives 

ÅLearn about and understand definitions 
 

ÅIdentify the patient at risk for impaired 

decision making 
 

ÅUnderstand the relationship of healthcare 

and law enforcement in managing 

capacity 
 

ÅDiscuss case scenarios and our approach 

to mutual management 
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Rule #1 

 

 

There is NO one right answeré 

 most of the time. 



The Doctrine of Informed Consent, 
term first used in 1957 in a med-mal case by P. Gebhard. 

ÅRecognizes that all people have 

unconditional worth and the ñcapacityò 

 to determine their own moral destiny 

ÅIntended to protect & promote Autonomy  

ÅRespecting individual autonomy, ensures 

persons have the ñright to choose, accept, 

or declineò care 

ÅIC must be free of coercion  
Å Beauchamp & Childress 2001, 63-4. 
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Decisional Capacity 

 

The ability of someone  

to make an informed decision to 

accept or refuse medical care,  

for themselves. 
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 Capacity or Competency? 
 

Letôs break it downé 
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Capacity é 
 

é a clinical decision, made by  

a physician  to determine if  

a patient has the ability to  

consent to, or refuse care.   
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Capacity fluctuates 

Situation = Situation 
 

ÅMedication  effects 

ÅTime of day ï energy levels 

ÅEmotional levels 

ÅWho is present? (family input) 

ÅWhatôs the subject? 
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Assessing Decisional Capacity 

Four basic elements of assessment: 
 

1. The ability to understand the 

relevant information 

2. The ability to appreciate a situation 

and its consequences 

3. The ability to reason rationally 

4. The ability to communicate a choice 

5. Values ï the hidden element 
Appelbaum PS. N Engl J Med 2007;357:1834-40 
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What do we know about the Elderly? 

ÅIncreased vulnerability 

ÅDecreased mobility 

ÅOften ñat the mercy ofò 

ÅAt risk for abuse 

ÅFinancial, emotional, physical, 

sexual 

ÅñWhen I was youngeré..ò  
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What does Elderly look like? 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://todaysseniorsnetwork.com/Wheel%2520chairs,%2520elderly%2520in%2520nursing%2520homes,%2520elderly%2520alone.jpg&imgrefurl=http://todaysseniorsnetwork.com/tsn_radio_features.htm&usg=__OxPiAJbUaSHKZUx1v6g9becVe5Y=&h=1024&w=683&sz=86&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=-mHj1KG5iTUwOM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=100&prev=/images%3Fq%3Delderly%2Band%2Balone%26hl%3Den%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=0-FaTaakOITQsAPE9r2RCg
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It looksé  

Like us. 



Considering the elementsé 

ÅUnderstanding 

ÅAppreciation 

ÅReasoning 

ÅAbility to make a choice 

ÅValues 
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